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Module Aims

The aim of this module is to enable students to develop a critical understanding of
research through the evaluation of methods and theories relevant to a particular design
discipline. Students will be able to demonstrate the evaluation of a range of methods
to develop, collect, structure and present existing advanced knowledge in a self-
selected specified subject area.

Through exposure to the seminar programme the student will conduct a critical review
of existing knowledge in order to consider potential material for dissertation stage and
to this end will produce a written proposal which will consider their existing knowledge
and that which they wish to investigate further. This self-directed systematic approach
to the identification of a suitable project topic will facilitate the formulation of the plan
and methodology in preparation for the dissertation stage.

Intended Learning Outcomes

Key skills for employability

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy

KS5 Information management skills

KS6 Research skills

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills

KS8 Career management skills

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-
management)

KS10 Numeracy

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills

Evaluate and apply primary and secondary research

1 theory

Reflect critically upon, prioritise and evaluate relevant
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Justify research methodologies to meet the challenge | 6
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Develop a personal bibliographical resource to
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4 inform and support continual professional
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Transferable skills and other attributes

Written, oral and visual communication
Research and learning skills

Information management

Collaborative and individual working method
Learning management

Presentation of an original application of learning

Derogations

None

Assessment:

Indicative Assessment Tasks:

The student will be expected to provide critical evaluations of the seminar material
detailing a comprehensive understanding of primary and secondary sources. The
sources of information will be expected to be collated then presented as an appendix.
Notation and reflection is expected to be evidenced through words, diagrams and
sketches as is appropriate to the development of advanced knowledge.

The written work will explore and consolidate the theoretical basis on which
subsequent work will be founded.

Assessment Learning puration
Outcomes to | Type of assessment Weighting (%) or
number be met Word count (or
equivalent if appropriate)
1 1,2 Coursework 60
2 3,4 Report 40 2500

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

Lectures, seminars, visits and workshops will require students to critically analyse
examples of design focused research through written and further exploratory means.

This module operates through a series of tutor led presentations that discuss theories
underpinning the practice of research activity. The students are expected to contribute
to the seminars linked to the presentations and to explore and develop links and
relevant application of theory to their own practice with design outcomes evidenced
and reflected in the practical projects. The emphasis shifts from tutor led seminars to
student led seminars as the potential for the research methods to inform practice
develops in the student mind.

On the basis that research skills are common to most areas of academic activity, this
module is delivered to a combined group of MA students from both faculties. Initially,




students are required to submit a written analysis and critique of an existing research
paper, looking specifically at the methodology involved. In the latter stages of the
module students produce a written proposal of potential dissertation subjects, showing
how they intend to structure and execute the work. They are also required to include
a prioritised literary review.

Syllabus outline:

Based on a critical analysis of precedents and approaches to design research, students
will be expected to develop their own research methods applicable to Architectural
Interior Design and Garden Design.

Indicative content

Critical Writing — analysis of the academic paper

Evaluation of past and contemporary design methodology and theory
Critical awareness and analysis of relevant texts and processes
Dissertation Proposal — independent knowledge acquisition

To ensure currency and relevance this module is reviewed annually as a response to
the availability of new research, investigation and publications.
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Weinthal, L. (Ed) (2011) Towards a New Interior: An Anthology of Interior Design
Theory. Princeton Architectural Press, New York.

Other reading
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